
August 7, 2017 

Dear Saratoga Union School District Families and Friends, 

There is much to celebrate and look forward to as we enter the 2017-2018 school year.  If you are 
returning to SUSD, welcome back! We worked hard together last year; and I hope you experienced 
refreshment this summer. I spent a magical week in Alaska with friends, hiking on wildflower trails in 
cool rain and savoring fresh seafood every day.                                    

Just ten days from now, 260 newly enrolled students and eight 
staff members hired during the summer will begin an exciting 
adventure in our caring and high-achieving learning community.  
Welcome to new and returning folks alike!  It is a brand new 
school year for all of us—and opportunities for deepening 
connection and growth abound! 

This school year, you will see continued development of our 
focus last year—moving from Great to Growth.  We will be connecting the dots between initiatives 
launched and implementation of the following: 

• Safety and well-being of our students and employees, with an emphasis on digital citizenship 
and work on campus traffic flow 

• Outstanding academic and extracurricular experiences for our students, highlighting 
o the introduction of new language arts instructional materials, a writing elective and 

orchestra at Redwood, plus 
o promotion of Next Generation Science Standards via StemScopes at grades 4-8  
o expanded technology infrastructure to support digital curriculum and hardware 

accessibility (1:1 in grades 4-8; and 1:2 device-to-students in grades 1-3) 
o development of STEAM “maker spaces” and/or school gardens as life-labs 
o strengthened partnerships with our dedicated community supporters of enrichment 

activities… 
 Saratoga Education Foundation (SEF) and Saratoga Music Boosters district-wide  
 Parent Teacher Association (PTA) at each school  
 math clubs (various sites)  
 Redwood Sports Boosters and Science Olympiad (after-school sports and science 

activities) 
• Evolving Redwood Middle School Task Force implementation plans HERE 
• Communications enhancements, including a mobile app and an updated, user-friendlier 

website (coming in early September)  
• Community Study Group on Math Education in SUSD—forming this fall to research, discuss and 

recommend the most effective course progression(s) for our students 

As you can see, there are many entry points for connectivity to the vibrant life of our learning 
community.  The new school year is an excellent time to become involved! Our Board of Trustees, 
administrators, teachers, support staff and student leaders join me in extending a heart-felt welcome to 
you!  Please stop and talk with us at school events, and be sure to read important info in my post script 
to this message.  

https://www.saratogausd.org/site/Default.aspx?PageID=1927
https://www.saratogausd.org/cms/lib/CA01902749/Centricity/Domain/128/Mobile%20App%20Announcement%20Flyer.pdf


Warm regards, 
Nancy 
Nancy Johnson 
Superintendent 
 
 
 
 

Notable Notes for August 2017 
 

Annual Parent Notifications requiring your electronic signature will be e-mailed to you this Friday, 
August 11.  (They were revised and updated this summer.)  
 
Individual scores from last spring’s State student assessments were mailed home a few weeks ago.  If 
you did not receive your student’s score report, please contact gjens@saratogausd.org.  School and 
District aggregate scores are forecast to be released to the public by the CA Department of Education on  
August 29.   
 
Parent Volunteer application requirements can be found HERE.  Parents who completed the 
requirements last school year need do nothing further, as you are already cleared to volunteer for all 
your students’ TK-8th grade years in SUSD.  THANK YOU for your time and effort to assist us!  
 
Back-to-School Information Nights:   
Redwood Middle School on August 30  
Argonaut, Foothill and Saratoga Elementary Schools on August 31 
 
 

mailto:gjens@saratogausd.org
https://www.saratogausd.org/Domain/771

